
Lockheed Martin gets extra funding to build jets 

Lockheed Martin Corp (LMT.N) has won $237 million in extra funding for a fourth batch of F-35 

Joint Strike Fighters to account for changes to the hardware and software of the stealthy, supersonic 

new warplanes, the Pentagon said on Monday.  

The modified contract increases the cap on retrofits needed on early production planes due to issues 

that arose in testing, which is still continuing, the U.S. Defense Department said in a daily listing of 

contract awards.  

Lockheed said the change would enable the Defense Department to pay for certain changes they want 

incorporated into the new jets, up to the new cap. Lockheed is responsible for any additional costs 

beyond the agreed cap.  

The Pentagon projects it will cost $397 billion to develop and build three variants of the plane for the 

U.S. military, a total of 2,447 planes. Eight partner countries also share in the development costs.  

The U.S. Senate Armed Services Committee will hold a hearing on the new warplane, the Pentagon's 

costliest weapons program, on Tuesday afternoon.  

Vice Admiral David Venlet, who runs the program for the U.S. government, is expected to provide an 

update on the program and several technical issues, including problems with the helmet worn by F-35 

pilots, and the tail hook that helps stop the aircraft carrier variant of the plane.  

 

Questions: 

1. What will be the total cost of building all the planes that the article mentions? 

a) Almost $400 million 

b) Almost $240 million 

c) Almost $400 billion 

 

2. What is one of the technical issues mentioned in the article? 

a) There's a problem with the glass. 

b) There's a problem with the pilot's helmet. 

c) There's a problem with faulty readings. 

 

3. How many other countries will share in the development costs of the airplanes? 

a) Nine 

b) Seven 

c) Eight 

 

4. The changes on the airplanes will focus on _____________.  

a) both software and hardware 

b) software 

c) hardware 

 

5. How does this program compare to the Pentagon's other weapons programs? 

a) It is more classified. 

b) It is more expensive. 

c) It costs less than the other ones. 


